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The authors express appreciation to Claudio Schuftan for his thought-out response on our paper:
Three decades of fighting against hunger in Africa: Progress, challenges and opportunities, which
appeared in Volume 11, Number 3 (Otekunrin et al., 2020) of this esteemed journal.

We also acknowledge Schuftan’s commendation that “there is nothing wrong with the calls the
authors come up with. Key points are all there” and it gladdens our hearts that we have conveyed
the message.

We also note the grouse of Claudio Schuftan on the way we framed our recommendations. Based
on our understanding of the serious implications of hunger, malnutrition, food security and conflict
events on the people, it is a common knowledge that most international and national agencies (like
the United Nations’) targets implementation at governments of affected countries in the world. For
example, in the SDG 17 (Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global
partnership for sustainable development), which talks about implementation of the SDGs, it is
crystal clear that its five targets (finance, technology, capacity building, trade and systemic issues)
were directed to governments (United Nations, 2020), not “claim holders” as you have indicated.
This is because implementing the SDGs has been found to be capital intensive as this is evident in
Africa and other parts of the world (Roche et al., 2019).



Furthermore, we agree that recommendations can be directed at target participants in some
instances, but such recommendation should be micro level issues within the purview or capabilities
of the target change agents. For example, the World Food Programme (WFP) intervention
programmes such as the ‘zero hunger’ and ‘share the meal’ initiatives (targeted to realize
achievement of the SDGs) focus on governments and multinational agencies for fund mobilization
to implement the programmes (UN-World Food Programme, 2020).

Our recommendations, which are not full of “should” were specially couched to reflect the
implications of the research findings as corroborated in our earlier article titled How far has Africa
gone in achieving the Zero Hunger Target? Evidence from Nigeria published in Global Food
Security (Otekunrin et al., 2019; Otekunrin et al., 2020). However, we should not claim that the
partial reports on hunger and malnutrition in Africa are exhaustive. Other researchers can further
contribute to the debate on this issue of global concern. Academic researchers are not freedom
fighters! As such, recommendations are not meant to be confrontational given the ethical issues
involved. It is therefore, important to stress the fact that recommendations or appeal to
governments should be formulated in a broader sense and should be signed by many more
scientists, including the author of the letter.
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